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SUBJECT: PROPOSED BILATERAL CONSULAR CONVENTION 

REE: STATE 113329 

1. EMBASSY CONCURES IN WISDOM OF NEGOTIATING CHANGES IN TEXT 
SAUDIS ARE ALREADY STUDYING ( REFTEL PARA 1) RATHER THATN 
PREVIDING NEW PROPOSED TEXT. IS THERE ANY TIME FRAME FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS YET IN SIGHT? 

2. DEPT OBJECTIONS TO OUR SUGGESTIONS RE ARTICLES 1(1) AND 1 
(2) ARE UNDERSTOOD AND ACCEPTED. 

3. RE ARTICLE 39(7) AND OUR PROPOSAL BROADEN SCOPE WE THINK 
IMMEDIATELYOF CIGARETTES AND TOTHER SMOKING ITEMS AND OF RADIOS. 
IN GENERAL, WE JUST PREFER REASONABLE "OPEN END"DEFINITION 
RATHER THAN SPECIFICS. 

4. WE ARE PLEASED WITH DEPT INTENTION UNDER ARTICLE 
39(9) . SAUDI EXIT VISA REQUIREMENTS IS CONSTATNT SOURCE 
OF FRICTION FOR AMCITS HERE, ESPECIALLY WHEN IMERGENCIES 
ARISE. 
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5. DEPT'S PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF FIRST SENTENCE IN 
ARTICLE 41(2) CHANGES VERY LITTLE WORDING EMBASSY FOUND 
PROBLEMATICAL IN ORIGINAL TEXT. AS NOTED IN JIDDA 1876, 
ARTICLE 39(6) SAYS "A CONSULAR OFEICER SHALL BE PERMITTED 
TO ATTEND THE TRIAL OF SUCH NATIONAL AS WELL AS ALL 
OTHER JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS". PRESUMBLY THE MASTER OR 
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CREW MEMBER IS "SUCH A NATIONAL" AND SHOULD HAVE THE 
SAME EXPLICIT RIGHT TO THE CONSULAR OFFICER'S PRESENCE 
"BEFORE THE COURTS OR OTHER AUTHORITIES IS THERE NECESSITY 
DRAG IN "LOCAL LAW" ISSUE FOR MARINEERS WHEN NOT DONE FOR 
AMCITS IN GENERAL? 

6. RE OUR SUGGESTION THAT ARTICLES 43 AND 44 NEED ALSO 
"PROTECT AGAINST CHARGES OF ILLEGAL INTRY", AS PRESENTLY 
WORDED PROVIDES ONLY ASSISTANCE, NOTIFICATION, ETC. IF A 
VESSEL IS "WRECKED, GROUNDED OR SUFFERS OTHER DAMAGE 
IN THE INTERNAL OR TERRITORIAL WATERS". OUR CONCERN, 

BECAUSE OF YACHT "TWILIGHT " CASE IN 1976, SIMILAR 

TO SEVERAL OTHER CASES ALONG RED SEA COAST SINCE REOPENING 

OF SUEZ CANAL, IS SITUATION WHEN YACHT COMES INTO TERRITORIAL WATERS 

TO SHELTER FROM STORM AND CREW ARE ARRESTED. NARROWLY 

INTERPRETED, EVEN "DAMAGE" WHICH MIGHT FORCE 

VESSEL TO SEEK SHELTER IS NOT ACTUALLY "SUFFERED IN 

TERRITORIAL WATERS", BUT IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS, AND 

THUS NOT COVERED BY WORDING OF PROPOSED TEXT. 

7. ONLY ON REREADING ARTICLE 43, DID WE SEE NEXT TO LAST 
SENTENCE OF PARA 2 SPEAKS OF "THE AVERAGE OF A VESSEL". 

OBRIOUSLY WORD IS "SALVAGE" OF THE VESSEL. 

8. RE "NON-JUDICIAL OR NON-CRIMINAL DETENTION" (PARA 
13 REFTEL) WHICH DHAHRAN RAISED, ARTICLE 39 (9) 
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REVISED TO COVER ALL AMCITS (IT NOW ONLY REFERS TO 

PRESUMED DUAL NATIONALS) MAY HELP HOWEVER, ARTICLE 39(8) COULD NEGATE 

SUCH SOLUTION, BECAUSE SUCH DETENTION SEEMS TO 
BE PART OF SAUDI LAW AND NORMAL PROCEDURES. ONLY NON- 
APPLICATION OF SUCH LOCAL LAW WOULD MEET OUR VIEWS OF 
THE RIGHTS WE SEEK AGAINST "LIMITATION OF PERSONAL 
FREEDOM". 

9. MATTER RAISED IN PARA 15, DHAHRAN'S CONCERN ON 
CONSULAR PRIVILEGES AND STATUS, HAS BEEN FURTHER 
DISCUSSED BETWEEN EMBASSY AND CONGEN. WE WILL FOLLOW 
WITH SEPTEL THIS MATTER ASAP. 

10. AS FAR AS AMBASSADOR SONBUL'S VIEWS ON CONSULAR 
IMMUNITIES ARE CONCERNED PARA 17, WE HOPE HE IS ONE 

OF THOSE AMBASSADOR ALI RF.ZA FOUND "VERY KEEN" TO MOVE 
AHEAD ON THIS CONSULAR CONVENTION. WE ALL ARE HERE. 

WILEY 
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